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can't be helped. I am connected with the army
through my father-in-law, the general, my brothers-
in-law, and my cousin, the commandant."

He was too modest to mention his father, the
eldest of the Panneton brothers, who was also
connected with the army through the supply
department, and who, in 1872, as the result of an
annoying charge in the police courts, was given a
light sentence, for having supplied to the Army of
the East, which was marching through the snow,
shoes with cardboard soles.

He died ten years later, in his chateau of La
Barge, rich and honoured.

CCI was brought up to venerate the army,"
continued Monsieur Panneton de La Barge.
cc When quite a child I worshipped a uniform. It
is a family tradition. I do not attempt to hide the
fact that I hold by the old style of things. I can't
help it, it is in my blood. I am a Monarchist and
authoritarian by temperament. I am a Royalist
Now the army is all that is left us of the Monarchy ;
all that is left of a glorious past. It consoles us
for the present and fills us with hope for the
future."

Monsieur Bergeret might have interposed with
some observations of historical interest; but he did
not do so, and Monsieur de La Barge continued:

"That is why I regard those who attack the